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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to application's amendment dated 
6/25/2007. The amendment of claims 1, 7; and the cancellation of claims 8 have been 
entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by . 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 2-3^are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated over 
Nobusawa et al. U.S. Pub 2005/0054337. 

Regarding claims 2-3 and 5, Nobusawa et al. teaches a method for performing 
a remote control function in a portable terminal, comprising the steps of (see figures 4-5 
and 7-9 and pages 5-7): 
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Displaying kinds of electronic products controllable by a remote controller on a 
display of said portable terminal; 

When at least one kind of the displayed electronic products is selected, 
displaying the manufacturers of the selected electronic product on said display; 

When at least one of the displayed manufacturers is selected, displaying the 
selected electronic product and manufacturer and setting a remote control mode 
suitable for said selected electronic product; 

Performing a remote control function in the remote control mode; 

Terminating the remote control mode to terminate the remote control function. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yepm et al. U.S. Patent 5,943,625. 

Regarding claim 1, Yeom et al. teaches a method for remote control of 
electronic products using a portable terminal (abstract), which comprises the steps of: 

Performing a remote control of functions of the electronic products in a remote 
control mode (column 4, lines 20-42; column 5 line 65 to column 6 line 38); 
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When communication is tried during the remote control mode, terminating the 
remote control mode (column 5 line 65 to column 6 line 38); 

Providing communication service at the portable terminal upon a user's selection; 
and when communication ends, returns to the remote control mode (column 5 line 65 to 
column 6 line 38). 

Even though, Yeom et al. does not teach a display at the portable terminal for 
displaying the communication standby state, however, the examiner takes official notice 
that conventional cellular phones have been equipped with a display for displaying the 
current status of the phones and/or service selections; and since the portable terminal 
disclosed by Yeom et al. can be used as a telephone, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a display to 
the portable terminal disclosed by Yeom et al. so that the current status of said portable 
terminal and/or service selections can be displayed to the user. 

Regarding claim 4, claim 4 is similarly rejected for the same reasons as the 
rejection of claim 1 . The last 3 steps of claim 4 are also suggested by Yeom et al. See 
column 6 lines 33-38. 

7. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nobusawa et al. U.S. Pub 2005/0054337 in view of Yeom et al. U.S. Patent 5,943,625. 

Regarding claim 6, Nobusawa et al. teaches a portable terminal for remote 
control of various functions of electronic products (abstract), which comprises: 
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a display section (Figure 2, unit 33) for displaying the kinds and manufacturers of 
electronic products controllable by a remote controller (see figures 4-5 and 7-9); 

an infrared (IR) modulating/sending section for modulating the oscillated remote 
control pulse to an infrared ray and sending the infrared ray (figure 2, infrared emission 
unit 36 implies the existence of this feature); and 

a control section (figure 2, unit 34) for controlling the communication of said 
portable terminal (cellular phone) and also for implementing the remote control 
functions. 

However, Nobusawa et al. does not specifically disclose terminating the remote 
control function to implement a communication function when the communication is 
initiated, and performing the remote control function again when the communication 

i 

ends. 

Yeom et al., in the same field of endeavor, teaches a remote control portable 
terminal, wherein said portable terminal is also equipped with telephone functions such 
that when communication is tried during implementation of a remote control function, 
terminating the remote control function to implement a communication function when 
the communication is initiated, and performing the remote control function again when 
the communication ends (see the columns and lines indicated in the above rejection of 
claim 1). 

Since both Nobusawa et al. and Yeom et al.'s teaching concern a remote 
controller equipped with telephone functions, it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the indicated 
functionality disclosed by Yeom et al. to the portable terminal disclosed by Nobusawa et 
al. so that the remote control functions and the telephone communicating functions can 
be selectively swapped. 

Also, even though, Nobusawa et al. does not specifically disclose a generalized 
programming input/output port for oscillating a remote control pulse according to a 
selected manufacturer; however, the examiner takes official notice that such electronic 
input/output pulse features/implementation have been commonly implemented in 
electronic devices for generating a pulse or any desired signal. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide such features to the portable terminal disclosed by Nobusawa et al. 

Claim 7 is rejected for similar reasons indicated in the rejections of claims 2 and 

4. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3069. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Zimmerman can be reached on (571) 272-3059. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Hung Q Dang ^-^—\ 



10/16/2007 
H.D. 
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